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HOW TO GET TO RIGA

1. BY PLANE

RIGA International Airport is the largest international aviation company in the Baltic’s and the main air
traffic centre in this region. It attends both national and international airlines becoming one of the few
European airports that attends both full service and low costs airlines.

From the RIGA International Airport it is possible to go to 79 destinations. To see the flight map, please
click here.

From the airport "RIGA" to the city centre

The airport “RIGA” is located 13 km southwest of Riga. There is a special shuttle bus service to the city
center but it costs Ls 3. A cheaper option is to take bus No 22 which goes to the center of Riga for the
price of a regular ticket bought from the bus driver (Ls 0.70). The ride is approximately 30 minutes long
and the bus leaves every 20 minutes from 05:45 a.m. till 11:50 p.m.

A taxi can take you to the center in 15 - 20 minutes. Prepare to pay 10-15 Ls. For a reliable taxi service,
use the green BalticTAXI cars for a ride to and from Riga airport or within Riga.

Airport inquiries service: calls from Latvia 1187, calls from abroad +371 29311187
From the central railway terminal

There are railway connections with St.Petersburg, Moscow, Truskavets and Simferopol. The central
railway terminal is located in the central part of Riga. It will take you a 5 - 10 minutes walk to get to the
Old Town.

Information service: tel: + 371 1181


http://www.riga-airport.com/en/main/flights/route-network
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From the bus terminal

There are bus connections with all the neighbouring countries. The main route from Western Europe
runs to Riga from Berlin, via Warsaw and Vilnius. The bus terminal is also situated in the center of Riga,
next to the railway terminal. Tram No 7 will take you to the center, which is just one stop ahead. If you
choose to walk, it will take you 5 - 10 minutes to reach the Old Town.

Information service: tel: 1188 (local); +371 90000009 (international).

From the ferry terminal

The ferry terminal is about 1.5 km away from the center of Riga. It is possible to take trams N 5, 7 or 9 for
the price of regular ticket bought from the tram driver in the first wagon of the tram (Ls 0.70). The tram

stop is situated on Ausekla iela in front of the terminal. Ride two stops.

Information service: tel: + 371 67099700

LIVING IN RIGA

With approximately 27 000 students in 13 Faculties, the University of Latvia is the biggest
University in Baltic. The University is spread all over the city, the main building (Raina bulvaris
19) is located in the heart of the city.

From 100 to 150 Erasmus students are coming to Riga each year. ESN-Riga organizes events and
excursions for incoming exchange students on regularly.

There is only the on-ground public transport in Riga. The Riga’s public transport system consists of the
buses, trams and trolley buses. They run daily from 5:30 a/m till approximately 11:30 p/m. Some routes
have a night service every hour.

In Riga the tram, bus and trolley bus tickets can be bought from the driver (for 70 santimes) or in the
press kiosks the E-ticket can be purchased (more info - http://etalons.rigassatiksme.lv/en/beginning).

Since students receive the discount for the tickets each student should apply for his/ her own E-ticket.

Full time degree students can apply for the E-ticket in the Service centre of Rigas satiksme
(http://etalons.rigassatiksme.lv/en/service_centres).

ON STREETS
e Inany public area, one should always be alert. Wherever you are, be aware of your pockets and

backpacks.
e If possible, do not walk alone at night and do not make friends with unknown persons.


http://etalons.rigassatiksme.lv/en/beginning
http://etalons.rigassatiksme.lv/en/service_centres/

POCKET GUIDE 2010

FORINCOMING STUDENTS

Latvia is a rather expensive country and the level of prices could be compared with Scandinavian
countries. Daily necessities like food and some services are still relatively inexpensive by Western
standards.

The majority of shops are open from 9-10 a/m till 6-7 p/m on weekdays and till 5 p/m on Saturdays. All
shops are closed on Sundays, except the supermarkets and some small food stores. Recommendable
are the popular market places where you can buy fresh products (vegetables, fruit, mushrooms,
berries and dairy products, flowers) from the countryside.

International students should bear in mind that if they wish to travel, buy fresh fruit and vegetables,
make frequent telephone calls, and lead an active social life, they should expect to spend about Ls 200-
300monthly.

HOW TO REACH THE UNIVERSITY?

Map of the Faculties of the University of Latvia
http://www.lu.lv/eng/general/contactinformation/map/

Campus Europae operates in two departments of the University of Latvia:
e Department of Education and Psychology Address: Jurmalas gatve 74/76, Riga, LV -
1083( Bus: Nr. 4 - bus stop Pedagogijas fakultate)
e Department of Business and Management Address: Aspazijas bulv. 5, Riga, LV - 1050
(Trams: Nr. 5, 7, 9 -stop - Nacionala opera; Nr. 6, 11 -stop- Radio iela)
REGISTRATION AT THE UNIVERSITY

2 REGISTRATION

International students for Exchange studies should submit the following documents to the
International Relations Department of the University of Latvia by May 15 (for autumn semester) :

o official copy of his/her most recent transcript of records (diploma, secondary school certificate)
e copy of passport or (for citizens of EU) ID card

e completed application form

e two photos (35 mm x 45 mm) - one of them attached to the application form

After receiving the application documents from all prospective exchange students International Relations
Department contacts the respective faculties in order to receive their acceptance.

Around 1, 5 months after the application deadline the accepted exchange students receive official
acceptance letter by post and acceptance by email together with information about the accommodation
possibilities

¢ The International Relations Department - First Contact Point for Exchange Students
The International Relations Department is responsible for your admission as an exchange
student. They organize the orientation course and in cooperation with Erasmus Student Network
- a variety of excursions and events for international exchange students during the semester.
Advice and support regarding your enquiries and problems are available for you at any time.


http://www.lu.lv/eng/general/contactinformation/map/
http://www.lu.lv/eng/admission/application_exch.php

POCKET GUIDE 2010

FORINCOMING STUDENTS

e 2 LANGUAGE COURSES

Intensive Language course: The course is free of charge and exclusively offered for students under
Erasmus, Campus Europae.

Latvian | (Beginners)

For group of 10-15 students
August 2, 2010 — August 29, 2010

Application deadlines Autumn 2010: till May15, 2010

Application procedure

The students, who are planning to continue their semester abroad at the University of Latvia as our
Exchange students, should fill out 2 application forms:

http://viaa.gov.lv/eng/about_us/erasmus_eng/eilc/?tl_id=2441&tls_id=273
and

http://www.lu.lv/eng/admission/application_exch.php (please note there in Study plan at University of
Latvia that you would like to attend Erasmus Intensive Language Courses)

For more information - http://www.lu.lv/eng/istudents/exchange/courses/eicl/autumn2010/

< CALENDER OF ACADEMIC YEAR

The academic year begins in September and is over towards the end of June or in the first half of July. As
a general rule, it comprises 40 weeks of lectures, seminars and practical work and is mainly divided into 2
semesters.

Semester Examinations

Examination sessions take place at the end of each semester (i.e. in January and in June - July). Students
are usually given 3 - 5 days to prepare for each examination.

Students are examined separately in each subject and the total number of examinations in a semester is
usually between four and six.

Assessment of Knowledge

In Latvia's higher education a ten-point grading system prevails, where 10 is the maximum and 4 is the
pass mark. Explanation of the grading system are given here.


http://viaa.gov.lv/eng/about_us/erasmus_eng/eilc/?tl_id=2441&tls_id=273
http://www.lu.lv/eng/admission/application_exch.php/

Academic Calendar 2010/2011
Autumn Semester

Week

1.-16.

17. - 20.

Dates
30.08.2010. -
05.09.2010.

06.09.2010. -
23.12.2010.

24.12.2010. -
02.01.2011.

03.01.2011. -
30.01.2011.

Spring Semester

Week

1.-10.

11. - 16.

17.-20.

Dates
31.01.2011. -
06.02.2011.

07.02.2011. -
17.04.2011.

18.04.2011. -
25.04.2011.

26.04.2011. -
05.06.2011.

06.06.2011. -
03.07.2011.

S ACCOMMODATION

Exchange students who during their studies at the University of Latvia would like to live in the
university’s dormitory should note it in their application form.
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Action

Registration for semester
Studies
Christmas and New Year Holidays

Individual Studies and Exams

Action

Registration for semester
Studies
Easter Holidays
Studies

Individual Studies and Exams

If you do not wish to stay at a dormitory, it is advisable to make the private housing arrangements

beforehand.

For the exchange students two dormitories are offered: PRIMA and REZNAS. Both of them are located in
Riga, Reznas street. Reznas street is close to the city centre and there is a well developed public
transportation flow. It is necessary about 20 minutes to reach 19 Raina Boulevard (University's main
building) as well as Old town and Central Railway station.

REZNAS (Reznas street 10c) an 18 m? size room shared with other student (60 LVL per month)

PRIMA (Reznas street 10 k.1) ( price varies form 60LVL to 150LVL)


http://www.lu.lv/materiali/eng/admission/application_exch.html
http://www.lu.lv/eng/istudents/exchange/accomodation/prima/
http://www.lu.lv/eng/istudents/exchange/accomodation/reznas/
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One of the options is to stay at the recently reconstructed 9 floor student hotel "PRIMA", there are also
apartments for tenants with special needs available(www.hotelprima.lv).

e Important: a deposit of 100 LVL should be paid in order to reserve a room 2 weeks before date
of entry

< SERVICES AT THE UNIVERSITY

Every faculty has got its own library, copy service and canteen.
There is a possibility to join vocal groups, Student Theater, dance groups, chamber orchestra and choir.

Students can apply for training in basketball, football, volleyball, swimming, floral, athletics, wrestling,
chess, aerobics, table tennis, physical health exercises, athletic gymnastics and physical therapy
exercises.

< VISA

The study visa is necessary for all students from countries outside the European Union or Schengen area.
EU citizens and citizens of Schengen countries can enter the country freely, but they must register in the
Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs and apply for the registration certificate if staying for more
than three months.

A citizen of the EU has to apply for the registration certificate in person (by presenting valid passport or
travel document) in the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs in Riga. When applying for the
registration certificate , the following documents have to be submitted:

e registration certificate application form 'E;

e copy of the passport or ID card;

e 1 photo;

e acopy of cooperation or ERASMUS agreement or confirmation issued by the host university, that
the student is an exchange student of the university;

e copy of a valid health insurance - E111 or Eurpean Health Insurance Card (EHIC) (an original must
be presented)

A citizen has to receive the registration certificate personally.
Passport should be valid at least 3 months after departing from Latvia.

On receiving the registration certificate in Foreign Service Centre of Office of Citizenship and Migration
Affairs student will have to present the life and health insurance which is valid in Latvia.

Other useful information:
http://www.am.gov.lv/en

http://www.ocma.gov.lv/en

Students from non-EU country who need visa for entering Latvia (for example, Georgia, Turkey, Russia)


http://www.hotelprima.lv/
http://www.pmlp.gov.lv/lv/documents/pakalpojumi/uzturesanas/veidlapa_UA.pdf
http://www.am.gov.lv/en/
http://www.ocma.gov.lv/
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have to apply for the residence permit in person in the Embassy of Latvia before arrival to Latvia.

Within 7 days after arrival to Latvia, student should receive the temporary residence permit for the
period of studies in the Rigas 1 division of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs (Riga,
Ciekurkalna 1st line, 1, building 3).

The visit to the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs should be arranged by phone 67829750. It is
advisable to arrange the visit already before arriving to Riga.

Exchange students need not to pay any state duty for receiving the registration certificate.
OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION

2 CURRENCY Lats (Ls)

National currency is the Latvian lat (Ls). One lat equals 100 santims. There are banknotes of 5, 10, 20, 50,
100 and 500 Ls denomination, coins of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50 santims and 1 and 2 lats.

One euro corresponds to 0,702804 lats.

2 BANK ACCOUNT
Most of the shops, restaurants, hotels in the major towns accept credit cards, but if you travel to
provincial towns, better take sufficient amount of cash with you.

Credit cards can be used in Latvia, and the most common ones are VISA International, Euro card and
MasterCard. Less commonly found are American Express, Diner’s Club and Eurocheque. All of the
aforementioned cards can be used to withdraw cash advances from ATMs.

Banks are open on working days from 9 a/m to 5 p/m. Almost every bank offers a free student-account.
You need to present your personal ID in order to open an account.

2 MOBILE PHONE

Telephone numbers in Riga have eight digits and start with 6.The numbers of most mobile phones start
with 9, 6, 8 or 2. Other cities have special city codes and five digits. Most public phones are operated
with phone cards (Telekarte). They cost 2, 5 or 10 Ls and can be bought in the outlets where the sign
“Telekarte” is displayed (kiosks, stores, post offices).

The most popular mobile operators in Latvia are:
-LMT

-TELE2

-BITE

All of them offer pre-paid cards ,OKarte, ZELTA ZIVTINA and AMIGO are among the most popular and
cheapest ones. You can easily refill the card at any “Narvesen” as well as at shops like “Maxima”,
“Rimi” and “Super Neto”
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< EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Emergency Call Center 112
(Ambulances, Paolice, Fire Brigade)

Local Police 02
Ambulance 03
Fire 01

CONTACTS

CE-Coordinators

= Business Faculty: Kristine Zaksa Tel: + 371 7034776 Email: evf@lanet.lv

= Teacher Training Faculty: Dainuvite Bluma Tel:+3717034037 Email: dbluma®@eduinf.lu.lv
CE- Students Representatives

= Liga Kuzmane (liga.kuzmane@inbox.lv )

= llona Vilima(ilona.vilima@inbox.lv )
Further information http://www.lu.lv/eng/istudents/exchange/ (homepage of the University of Latvia)

International Relations Department

Raina bulv. 19, room 143

Phone: +371 67034334

Fax: +371 67243091

E-mail: ad@lu.lv

Director: Alina Grzibovska

Contact person for incoming exchange students: Linda Zidere

Useful links:

All about Latvia -> http://www.li.lv/

Transport
http://www.1188.lv/

http://www.rigassatiksme.lv/?set|=2

Weather -> http://www.meteo.lv/public/index.html

Cultural events, entertainment
http://www.bilesuserviss.lv/eng
http://www.bilesuparadize.lv/

Travel around Latvia
http://www.travellatvia.lv/8/10/0/en/
http://www.virtualtourist.com/travel/Europe/Latvia/TravelGuide-Latvia.html

Explore Riga! -> http://www.virtualriga.com/



mailto:evf@lanet.lv
mailto:dbluma@eduinf.lu.lv
mailto:liga.kuzmane@inbox.lv
mailto:ilona.vilima@inbox.lv
http://www.lu.lv/eng/istudents/exchange/
mailto:ad@lu.lv
http://www.li.lv/
http://www.1188.lv/
http://www.rigassatiksme.lv/?setl=2
http://www.meteo.lv/public/index.html
http://www.bilesuserviss.lv/eng
http://www.bilesuparadize.lv/
http://www.travellatvia.lv/8/10/0/en/
http://www.virtualtourist.com/travel/Europe/Latvia/TravelGuide-Latvia.html
http://www.virtualriga.com/

